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Best Practices for Awarding 4-H Scholarships
Determine the Purpose
· Set criteria for the scholarship.  Will it be a need-based scholarship or a merit-based scholarship or a combination or both?  A request for financial information is appropriate only on a need-based scholarship. Subjective terms such as “active 4-H’er” should be defined so that the applicants are aware of the scholarship’s requirements.
· Write the criteria and ask others to review it.  Does it make sense?  Is it objective and not subjective?  Does it accomplish what the donors of the scholarship money want it to accomplish?   
· Write the application. Does the application reflect the information you need to collect based on the criteria?      
Advertisement
· Scholarships must be advertised to everyone who is eligible to apply for that scholarship.  Examples could include:
· A scholarship for graduating seniors who have been active 4-H’ers.  This should be advertised to all graduating seniors in 4-H.  Active should be defined in the criteria prior to advertising the scholarship.  
· A camp scholarship for 5th graders.  In your newsletter or camp promotional materials that are given to everyone eligible for camp, you could state “There is limited number of camp scholarships available.  If you would like more information on a camp scholarship, please (call the office, come by the 4-H office) before (deadline).”  
· Make sure you determine a deadline so you can award money.  If a person registers late for camp, or is not part of your usual marketing efforts for camp (example is they attend a school you do not have 4-H meetings because of limited staff), it is OK that the deadline to request information has passed. 
· You do not have to give everyone a scholarship application.  You must advertise the availability of scholarship money to everyone that is eligible.     
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Awarding the Scholarship
· There should be a scholarship selection committee named before scholarships are advertised. This committee should be as diverse as your community and schools.  3-5 people would be appropriate.  You could use members from your Program Development Team, school teachers, or 4-H volunteers.  Do not use parents of students applying for scholarships or parents/coaches who are close to a lot of 4-H’ers in order to avoid conflicts of interests and any appearance of bias.
· Each member of the committee should have an independent vote so they are not persuaded by other members on the team. 
· Members should be provided the criteria, be able to spend time reading the applications, and then submit their scores.
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REQUEST FOR 4-H CAMP SCHOLARSHIP
DIRECTIONS:
· Complete this application form (please print clearly)
· Attach a paragraph detailing financial need for a camp scholarship and how your child will benefit from camp
· Return the application and attached letter by date to:
· You MUST come to the 4-H office on _______________ to register your child for camp.  A $_____ non-refundable deposit will be due at this time to secure a camp spot for your child.  Please contact ______ if you have any concerns.
CRITERIA:
· Scholarships are based on need and activity level in the 4-H Club. 
· Scholarships are for half of camp tuition unless there are more funds available.  After scholarships are awarded, the remainder of camp payment must be paid by ________.    
*****Notification of scholarship will be made to you as funds become available*****

Today’s Date: _________________	
Child’s Name: _______________________________	Gender: ___________
Parent/Guardian’s Name: __________________________________________________		
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City: _________________________________		Zip: ______________
Grade: _________	Age: ________  School: _________________ Teacher: ______________
Daytime Phone: ___________________________	Alt Phone: __________________________
How many children are in your family? _______ Ages: _________________________________
Has your child ever been to a residential camp before? Yes______ No_______
If yes, what camp(s)? ____________________________________________________________
*Household Yearly Income: _____________ *Sources of income__________________________
*Information relative to financial status is kept in strictest confidence by the scholarship committee
Signature__________________________________________
L. Bledsoe, Northwest 4-H PDC, 2013
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